
Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this 

ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific 

Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by 

Ian and Eli Gibson.
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Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

I have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S)  Neolentinus kauffmanii  (Smith) Redhead & Ginns 
Trans. mycol. Soc. Japan 26: 357. 1985;  == Lentinus kauffmanii 
Smith  in Bier & Nobles: Can. J. Res. Sect. C. 24: 118. 1946

NOTES  features include overall rubbery-pliant consistency, cap 
which is pinkish to tan or with wine-colored tinge, decurrent close gills 
which are white to wine-colored, central to off-center stem, acid then 
peppery taste, growth on logs, and smooth inamyloid oblong to elliptic 
spores; reported from at least BC, WA, OR, CA, AK

CAP  3-8cm, thin convex to nearly flat or margin wavy and lobed; 
pinkish to tan, wine-colored tinge when fresh and moist

FLESH  rubbery-pliant

GILLS  decurrent, toothed at full maturity, close, alternating gills; 
white to wine-colored

STEM  3-6cm x 0.5-1.2cm, central to eccentric

TASTE  acid then peppery

HABITAT  solitary to scattered, rarely in small clusters along old 
conifer logs, especially Sitka spruce, forms a brown pocket-rot in the 
log

MICROSCOPIC  spores 5-6 x 2-2.5 microns, smooth, oblong to 
elliptic, inamyloid

NAME ORIGIN  presumably after Calvin Henry Kauffman 1869-1931, 
professor of botany University of Michigan

SOURCES  PNW keys(as Lentinus), Arora(as Lentinus), Redhead(6), 
Redhead(22), Martin(3)

FAMILY  Polyporaceae of Order Polyporales
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